2 CHRONICLES 
Pore POR THe EXILE 


THE NAME: “CHRONICLES” 


* Meaning of Chronicles: “The words (accounts, events) of the days” or “The 
Journals of the Journeys of the Nation” 


* The History of Israel from a Spiritual Vantage Point 


* 


1 and 2 Chronicles originally were one book. 


* The Greek Septuagint separated them into two parts. 


| Pastor. Gabriel Thomasraj eS ee | ; eee a Church Avadi= 


AUTHORSHIP & FACTS 


Most probably by Ezra 

Written from the perspective of a Priest 

Very similar to the book of Ezra 

Written probably between 450 and 430 B.C. during the Babylonian captivity when 
Cyrus issued the decree for the Jews to return to Jerusalem and build the temple 
(2 Chron. 36:20-23) 

* CHAPTERS: 36 

* VERSES: 822 


x * %* * 
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THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH & ISRAEL 


Northern Kingdom (210 Years) Assyrian Captivity 


Total of 467 years of Israel under Kingship 


 * The total Kingdom period lasted to around 467 years (1053-586 BC) 
_* 70 Years of Exile for Judah according to Prophecy (Jeremiah 25:8-11) 


* After the fall of Babylon to the Persian king Cyrus the Great in 539 BCE, exiled Judeans were 
permitted to return to Judah. 


—* Ch. 1-9 - covers 40 years of Solomon's Regin 
 * Ch. 10-36 - covers 345 years of the reign of the remaining kings of Judah 
_ * 70% of the book deals with 8 good kings of Judah 
— * 30% of the book deals with 12 evil rulers 
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- THE FOCUS ON JUDAH 
* The book of Kings and Chronicles virtually ignore the Northern Kingdom (Israel - 10 
Tribes) because of: 


a. Its False Worship 


b. Its refusal to acknowledge the Temple of God in Jerusalem 


a. FALSE WORSHIP 

Worship of false gods, and false worship of the true God, are both false worship. 
(Exodus 20:3-4) 

1. You shall not worship other gods beside me (Exodus 32-1-5) 

2. You shall not make any carved images in any likeness 


b. ALTERNATIVE TEMPLES 
The building of Alternative Worship Places in Dan & Bethel - with 2 Golden Calves (1 Kings 
12:26-32) 
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THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK 
* The Jews had returned from their 70 years of captivity (ca. 538 B.C.), to a land that was 

markedly different from the one once ruled by King David (ca. 1011 - 971 B.C.), and King 

Solomon (971 - 931 B.C.) - Refer to Map 

1. There was no Hebrew king, but rather a Persian governor (Ezra 5:3; 6:6); 

2. There was no security for Jerusalem, so Nehemiah had to rebuild the wall (Neh. 1 - 7); 

3. There was no temple, so Zerubbabel had to reconstruct a pitiful semblance of the 
Solomonic temple's former glory (Ezra 3); 

4. The Jews no longer dominated the region, but rather were on the defensive (Ezra 4; 
Neh. 4); 

5. They enjoyed few divine blessings beyond the fact of their return; 

6. They possessed little of the kingdom's former wealth; and 


7. God's divine presence no longer resided in Jerusalem, having departed (ca 597-591 
B.C.; Ezra 8 - 11). 
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_ THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK 


* Their future looked bleak compared to their majestic past, especially the time of 
David and Solomon. 

* The Israelite survivors of the Babylonian captivity found courage and hope in the 
stories of the heroic kings of 2 Chronicles. 

* The eight good kings of Judah's history dominate the pages of this book. 

* The story skips over the 70 years of Babylonian captivity to highlight the Persian 
decree to send the Israelites home at the government's expense. ae 

* The book reminded them of their spiritual heritage during the difficulttimes they —_— 
faced, 

* When all was lost they could hold on to the Promises of God and His Word. 


~ SIGNIFICANT LESSONS 


Right Connections 


x} 


* 


Solomon (2 Chronicles 8:16 - Well-ordered House of the Lord - but no mention of his own 
house) 

Jehoshaphat's choice of wife for his Son Jehoram (18:1 - Daughter of Ahab & Jezebel) - 
Walking to his ruin (21:6) Elijah’s Prophecy came true (21:18) Died unwept (21:19-20) 
Compare that with Josiah’s death (35:24b-25) 


* 


* 


Right Counsel 


* 


Rehoboam’s Favorite Young Counselors (2 Chronicles 10:1-19) 


* 


Ahab’s favorite Prophets vs. Prophet Micaiah (18: 2ff) Hated for unfavorable messages (vs.7) 
Compelled to say good things (vs.12) Slapped (vs. 23) Imprisoned (vs.25-26) 


* 


Right Covenant 
Cleansing & Commitment (34:33) 
The Law found Ss 15) The Law read (34: 18) Covenant made to ates at 31 =) 


* 
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OUTLINE OF 2 CHRONICLES 


|. The Reign of Solomon (2 Chronicles 1-9) 

This section includes the turther preparation, the building and the dedication ot the Temple, as well as various other activities 
of Solomon. 

Il. The History of Judah to Its Fall (2 Chronicles 10 -36) 

1) The revolt of the ten tribes and the reign of Rehoboam (2 Chronicles 10-12). 

2) The reign ot Abijah (2 Chronicles 13). 

3) The reign ot Asa (2 Chronicles 14-16). This was a period of prosperity in Judah as Asa instituted a number of moral and 
religious reforms, establishing himself as a servant of the Lord. 

4) The reign ot Jehoshaphat (2 Chronicles 17-20). This king was also diligent in his etforts to serve God. He made considerable 
efforts to acquaint his people with the Law. 

5) The reigns of Jehoram and Ahaziah (2 Chronicles 21:122:9). 

6) The reign ot Athaliah, the only queen ot Judah (2 Chronicles 22:10-23:21). 

7) The reign of Joash (2 Chronicles 24). Ascending to the throne at the age of seven, Joash, advised by the high priest Jehoida, 
brought about the restoration ot true worship. Atter Jehoida's death, however, Joash himself slipped into the worship of idols. 
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OUTLINE OF 2 CHRONICLES 


8) Amaziah, Uzziah, Jotham and Ahaz (2 Chronicles 25-28). 

9) The reign of Hezekiah (2 Chronicles 29-32). Atter beginning his rule with a great religious restoration, Hezekiah helped his 
nation to regain a measure of power and glory. 

10) Manasseh and Amon (2 Chronicles 33). 

11) The reign ot Josiah (2 Chronicles 34-35). In the eighteenth year of a reign that began when he was only eight years old, 
Josiah began the most sweeping religious reforms which Judah had ever known. During the renovation of the temple, the 
"book of the Law" was found, encouraging the people greatly in this time of revival. 

12) The last days of Judah (2 Chronicles 36). Arter a briet reign by Jehoahaz, the throne was taken by Jehoiakim, who reigned 
tor eleven years. During this period he was a vassal alternatively to Egypt and Babylon. In an ettort to revolt against the 
Babylonian rule, he lost his lite. He was succeeded by Jehoiachin, who reigned only three months, atter which he was carried 
to Babylon, where he lived a number ot years. The last of the Judean kings was Zedekiah. Nebuchadnezzar had already 
plundered Jerusalem of much of its treasures and a considerable number ot its most promising men. This took place in two 
raids, in 606 and 597 BC. In 586 BC, during the reign ot Zedekiah, the Babylonians struck once again, this time leaving none 
but the poorest class ot people to remain in Jerusalem. Five years later, the Babylonians came to collect about 750 more 
captives, even atter a number, including Jeremiah, had tled to Egypt (Jeremiah 43). 
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